
Geography first teaching  
September 2016 

History first teaching  
September 2015

Your guide to Pearson Edexcel 
International Advanced Level (IAL)   
Humanities: Geography & History



It’s been my dream to 
attend a world-renowned 
university. Pearson Edexcel 
IALs have given me a solid 
academic foundation for 
further studies.

Fei Xue, studying Computer Science,  
University College London 

Welcome
Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level (IAL) qualifications have been designed with 
the global learner in mind. They differ from A levels in that they have a flexible, modular 
structure, but maintain the rigorous standards of all Pearson Edexcel qualifications and are 
comparable to the UK A level, as confirmed by NARIC*.

Developed in consultation with the international school community, including a large 
number of teachers and university lecturers, these globally recognised qualifications open 
doors to universities worldwide, giving students the necessary skills to support progression 
to higher and further study.

Available in 21 popular subjects and designed to be engaging for international learners, 
they offer progression from International GCSEs to equip students with the knowledge and 
skills they need for a successful future. In 2018 we launched 8 updated subjects – Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Business, Economics, Mathematics, Further Mathematics and Pure 
Mathematics and also a brand new Information Technology qualification, which our schools 
started teaching in September 2018.

IAL qualifications are not available in the UK, the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man or in British 
Armed Forces schools overseas.

For further information, updates and support, visit qualifications.pearson.com/IAL
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Illustration by Lauren Rolwing

*UK NARIC is the designated United Kingdom National Agency for the 
recognition and comparison of international qualifications and skills.  
It performs this official function on behalf of the UK Government.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html?utm_source=edexcelinternational2015&utm_medium=Print&utm_campaign=SEC_GEN_19FEB2015_edexcelinternational2015
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*With the exception of IAL Information Technology which offers 
June examination only.

Why choose Pearson Edexcel IALs?

	� Flexible and modular  
structure

The flexible modular approach takes a synoptic 
approach to assessment, which means learners 
are examined on their learning from each unit and 
are also able to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding across the whole subject. 

Unlike a linear structure, where assessment is taken 
at the end of a two year course, the results from 
each module provide formal feedback throughout 
the course. This means learners can quickly grasp 
the standard required to reach the level they are 
aiming for. This understanding motivates students to 
improve, and builds a sense of ownership through 
bite-size, short-term goals.

	� IAS results contribute  
to IAL grade 

International AS qualifications can be taken 
separately as a stand alone qualification, or 
used as a stage on the way to completing an 
International Advanced Level qualification. This 
provides international schools and learners with 
greater choice and flexibility to meet their needs 
and aspirations. 

	� Recognised by universities 
worldwide

Fully comparable to UK reformed GCE A levels, as 
confirmed by NARIC, Pearson Edexcel IALs provide 
learners with access to the world’s top universities 
and prestigious employment opportunities. They 
are recognised by leading universities across the 
world, including Oxford, Cambridge, Columbia, 
Yale, MIT, Caltech, Hong Kong / China University 
of Science and Technology and the National 
University of Singapore.  

	� Multiple examination  
opportunities

Examinations are available for many subjects in 
January, June and October, with all subjects offering 
at least two assessment opportunities as standard*. 
As exams are spread throughout the course, there 
are less high stakes assessments, enabling learners to 
focus their revision appropriately. Learners can resit 
individual unit examinations.

	� Internationally relevant  
content

Pearson Edexcel IAL qualifications and 
accompanying published resources contain 
international content where possible, such 
as topic themes, examples, case studies and 
photos, making content more relevant and 
engaging for all learners. Language is also 
reviewed by a specialist to ensure materials are 
written with EAL learners in mind, in a clear and 
accessible style.

	� Accessible examination  
papers

At Pearson Edexcel, we develop our examination 
papers over a two-year period. The papers go 
through a rigorous world class assessment design 
process, which ensures that the content is relevant 
for international learners, and there is a clear and 
consistent relationship between command words, 
marks and skills. With logical progression of difficulty 
throughout and consistency in template and design, 
our question papers are clear and provide suitable 
challenge and support for students of all ability 
ranges. 

	 100% externally assessed
	� Learners can resit individual unit examinations.



Pearson Edexcel IAL Geography
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For further information and to download the specification, 
visit qualifications.pearson.com/ialgeography

INTERNATIONAL ADVANCED LEVEL 

GEOGRAPHY
SPECIFICATION
Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Subsidiary in Geography (XGE01)
Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in Geography (YGE01)
First teaching September 2016
First examination from June 2017
First certifi cation from August 2017 (International Advanced Subsidiary) and 
August 2018 (International Advanced Level)
Issue 2

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT EDEXCEL, BTEC OR LCCI QUALIFICATIONS
VISIT QUALIFICATIONS.PEARSON.COM

EDEXCEL IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF PEARSON EDUCATION LIMITED

PEARSON EDUCATION LIMITED. REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES NO. 872828
REGISTERED OFFICE: 80 STRAND, LONDON WC2R 0RL
VAT REG NO GB 278 537121

GETTY IMAGES: ALEX BELMONLINSKY

Geography_Spec_Covers.indd   6-8 27/07/2018   10:28

	� 100% externally assessed

Built upon an engaging and contemporary balanced approach the Pearson Edexcel IAL in 
Geography is designed to allow geographers the flexibility to build programmes that suit 
their own particular interests and needs using a range of approaches. The specification 
offers units that allow a balance between students’ own particular physical, human and/or 
environmental interests and key geographical topics that provide them with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills for further study at higher education or for employment.

	� Exams in January and June

IAS Unit 1:  
Global  
Challenges

WGE01/01 90 marks 60% of IAS 30% of IAL Duration: 1hr 45m 

There are two compulsory topics:
Topic 1: World at Risk 
Topic 2: Going Global

IA2 Unit 4:  
Researching 
Geography

WGE04/01 60 marks 40% of IA2 20% of IAL Duration: 1hr 30m 

Students must select one of the following research options: 
Option 1: Tectonic Activity and Hazards
Option 2: Feeding the World’s People
Option 3: Cultural Diversity: People and Landscapes
Option 4: Human Health and Disease

IAS Unit 2: 
Geographical 
Investigations

WGE02/01 60 marks 40% of IAS 20% of IAL Duration: 1hr 30m 

There are two compulsory topics:
Topic 1: Crowded Coasts 
Topic 2: Urban Problems, Planning and Regeneration

IA2 Unit 3:  
Contested  
Planet

WGE03/01 90 marks 60% of IA2 30% of IAL Duration: 2hrs

Section A – compulsory topics: 
Topic 1: Atmosphere and Weather Systems
Topic 2: Biodiversity Under Threat

Section B – optional topics: Topic B1: Energy Security or Topic B2: Water Conflicts 

Section C – optional topics: Topic C1: Superpower Geographies or Topic C2: Bridging the 
Development Gap

http://qualifications.pearson.com/ialgeography
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Published Resources for IAL Geography
Our Online Geography Teacher Resource Pack supports the Pearson Edexcel International 
Advanced Level (IAL) in Geography, for first teaching from September 2016*.  

This curriculum-matched, up-to-date teacher resource  
is designed to save you time, enabling you to deliver a  
high-quality experience to your students, ensuring the best 
possible learner outcomes.

l	 Available through a two-year subscription. 
l	 Practice exam papers.
l	 Mark schemes for the mock papers.
l	 Summative (practice) assessments.
l	 Exam practice PowerPoints.
l	 Case Studies.
l	 Mapping document.
l	 Glossary of key terminology.

PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL AS / A LEVEL

GEOGRAPHY
TEACHER RESOURCE PACK

Title ISBN

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level Geography Teacher Resource Pack 9781292277592

*You do not have to purchase our published resources, or endorsed resources from any other publisher, to deliver our qualifications.

For further information on all of our print and digital resources for Pearson Edexcel 
International Advanced Level qualifications, visit www.pearsonglobalschools.com/IAL

http://www.pearsonglobalschools.com/IAL


Pearson Edexcel IAL History

For further information and to download the specification, 
visit qualifications.pearson.com/ialhistory

	� 100% externally assessed

With up to date, engaging and relevant content, the Pearson Edexcel IAL in History 
develops students’ understanding of the nature of historical studies. The specification 
approach focuses on depth, breadth and interpretation of events in history. In the focus 
on depth, students will look at the history of one country in detail over a short period of 
time; in the breadth approach, students will study the history of one country through four 
key topic areas over an extended time scale and for the interpretations of events in history, 
students will look at development of international relations over a broad historical period. 

	� Exams in January and June

IAS Unit 1:  
Depth 
Study with 
Interpretations

WHI01/01 50 marks 50% of IAS 25% of IAL Duration: 2hrs

Students must choose one of the following options: 
1A: France in Revolution, 1774–99 
1B: Russia in Revolution, 1881–1917 
1C: Germany, 1918–45 
1D: Britain, 1964–90 

Forbidden combinations:  
Unit 1 option 1B with Unit 2 option 1C
Unit 1 option 1C with Unit 3 option 1C

IAS Unit 2:  
Breadth Study 
with Source 
Evaluation

WHI02/01 50 marks 50% of IAS 25% of IAL Duration: 2hrs

Students must choose one of the following options: 
1A: India, 1857–1948: The Raj to Partition 
1B: China, 1900–76 
1C: Russia, 1917–91: From Lenin to Yeltsin 
1D: South Africa, 1948–2014 

Forbidden combination:  
Unit 2 option 1C with Unit 1 option 1B

IA2 Unit 3:  
Thematic Study 
with Source 
Evaluation

WHI03/01 50 marks 50% of IA2 25% of IAL Duration: 2hrs

Students must choose one of the following options: 
1A: The USA, Independence to Civil War, 1763–1865
1B: The British Experience of Warfare, 1803–1945 
1C: Germany: United, Divided and Reunited, 1870–1990 
1D: Civil Rights and Race Relations in the USA, 1865–2009

Forbidden combinations:  
Unit 3 option 1B with Unit 4 option 1A
Unit 3 option 1C with Unit 1 option 1C

IA2 Unit 4:  
International 
Study with 
Historical 
Interpretations

WHI04/01 50 marks 50% of IA2 25% of IAL Duration: 2hrs

Students must choose one of the following options: 
1A: The Making of Modern Europe 1805–71  
1B: The World in Crisis 1879–1945 
1C: The World Divided: Superpower Relations, 1943–90
1D: The Cold War and Hot War in Asia, 1945–90

Forbidden combination:  
Unit 4 option 1A with Unit 3 option 1B
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INTERNATIONAL ADVANCED LEVEL 

HISTORY
SPECIFICATION
Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Subsidiary in History (XHI01)
Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in History (YHI01)
First teaching September 2015
First examination from June 2016
First certifi cation from August 2016 (International Advanced Subsidiary) and 
August 2017 (International Advanced Level)
Issue 4

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT EDEXCEL, BTEC OR LCCI QUALIFICATIONS
VISIT QUALIFICATIONS.PEARSON.COM

EDEXCEL IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF PEARSON EDUCATION LIMITED

PEARSON EDUCATION LIMITED. REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES NO. 872828
REGISTERED OFFICE: 80 STRAND, LONDON WC2R 0RL
VAT REG NO GB 278 537121

GETTY IMAGES: ALEX BELMONLINSKY

History_Spec_Covers.indd   10-12 27/07/2018   10:33

http://qualifications.pearson.com/ialhistory


PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL AS / A LEVEL

HISTORY 
RUSSIA, 1917–1991: FROM LENIN TO YELTSIN  
TEACHER RESOURCE PACK

PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL AS / A LEVEL

HISTORY 
BRITAIN, 1964–90 
TEACHER RESOURCE PACK
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Published Resources for IAL History
Our Online History Teacher Resource Packs support the Pearson Edexcel International 
Advanced Level (IAL) in History, for first teaching from September 2015*. 

These curriculum-matched, up-to-date teacher 
resources are designed to save you time, enabling 
you to deliver a high-quality experience to your 
students, ensuring the best possible learner 
outcomes.

l	 Available through a two-year subscription. 
l	� TRPs available for 9 separate modules of 

learning.
l	 Practice exam papers.
l	 Mark schemes for the mock papers.
l	� Summative (practice) assessments.
l	 Exam practice PowerPoints.
l	 Mapping document.
l	 Glossary of key terminology.
l	 Further reading list.

Title ISBN
Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: Britain, 1964–90

9781292277660

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: China, 1900–76

9781292277677

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: Germany, 1918–45

9781292277684

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: India, 1857–1948: The Raj to 
Partition

9781292277691

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: Russia in Revolution, 1881–1917

9781292277707

*You do not have to purchase our published resources, or endorsed resources from any other publisher, to deliver our qualifications.

For further information on all of our print and digital resources for Pearson Edexcel 
International Advanced Level qualifications, visit www.pearsonglobalschools.com/IAL

Title ISBN
Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: South Africa, 1948–2014

9781292277714

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: The World Divided: Superpower 
Relations, 1943–90

9781292277721

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: Civil Rights and Race Relations in 
the USA, 1865–2009

9781292277738

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
History: Russia, 1917–1991: From Lenin 
to Yeltsin

9781292277745

PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL AS / A LEVEL

HISTORY 
CHINA, 1900–76 
TEACHER RESOURCE PACK

PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL AS / A LEVEL

HISTORY  
CIVIL RIGHTS AND RACE RELATIONS IN THE USA, 
1865–2009 
TEACHER RESOURCE PACK

PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL AS / A LEVEL

HISTORY 
INDIA, 1857–1947: THE RAJ TO PARTITION 
TEACHER RESOURCE PACK

PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL AS / A LEVEL

HISTORY 
RUSSIA IN REVOLUTION, 1881–1917  
TEACHER RESOURCE PACK

http://www.pearsonglobalschools.com/IAL
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Take a look at  
the teacher 
resources

3 THE ARCTIC REGION 21 IAL GEOGRAPHY 3 THE ARCTIC REGION IAL GEOGRAPHY

CASE STUDY:  THE ARCTIC REGION: AN ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY?
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

THE ARCTIC

• The area of the Arctic is 14 056 million km2.

• The Arctic is covered by polar ice pack which 
is about 3 m thick in winter and surrounded 
by open seas during the summer.

• The population is estimated at 4 million.

• The Arctic is home to 450 types of fish, 280 
kinds of bird and 130 different mammals.

• Arctic sea ice acts as a white reflector 
bouncing some of the sun’s rays back into 
space, helping to keep the Earth at an even 
temperature.

• Temperatures vary from -60oC to 30oC.

• Average temperatures in the region in 
recent decades have risen at roughly twice 
the rate of temperature increases for the 
world as a whole.

1.3.6:   ATTITUDES TO GLOBAL WARMING VARY, AND SOME MAY SEE IT 
AS AN OPPORTUNITY

Arctic shipping last peaked in the 1980s following investment by the Soviet 
Union, which allowed the Northern Sea Route (NSR) to be maintained. 
Shipping levels then dropped due to the variation in sea ice extent. Potential 
for increased shipping through the NSR is now growing once more due 
to the reduction in summer Arctic sea ice. Container trade travelling from 
Europe to East Asia takes 30 days of non-stop sailing via the Suez Canal. 
The NSR could cut this down to 18 days.  

Figure 1: Map of the Arctic shipping routes

THE NORTHERN SEA ROUTE (NSR)

• The NSR is a shipping lane between the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Pacific Ocean along the Russian 
coast of Siberia to the Far East. The distance of the 
NSR is between 2100 and 2900 nautical miles.

• In the 1980s, around 5–6 million tonnes of cargo was 
carried each year along the NSR. Since 1987, this 
has declined due to lack of investment activity and 
political issues.

• The NSR is estimated to shorten travel distances 
between Asia and Europe by up to 40 per cent 
compared with the traditional route via the Suez 
Canal.

• The NSR often requires ice breaking services, 
currently provided by Russian companies. Fuel costs 
for container ships also increase as engines have to 
work harder to get through the broken ice.

• It is estimated that 5600 trans-Arctic transits could 
occur by 2040.

RAW MATERIALS

The Arctic may account for as much as 20 per cent of 
the world’s undiscovered oil and gas resources. This 
includes:

• 90 billion barrels of undiscovered oil (13 per cent of 
the world’s undiscovered oil)

• 1669 trillion cubic feet of natural gas (30 per cent of 
the world's natural gas)

• 44 billion barrels of undiscovered natural gas liquids 
(20 per cent of the world's natural gas liquids)

• a wide variety of minerals including iron, silver, zinc 
and copper.

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

• Around five per cent of the world’s trade could be 
shipped through the NSR.

• Estimations suggest that using the NSR rather than 
the Suez Canal could save companies US $300 000 
per vessel.

• The potential total GDP gains amount to US $6.5 
trillion. Nearly two-thirds of these gains will occur in 
China, one-quarter in the EU and the remaining gains 
in Japan and South Korea. 

• The Arctic has received significant levels of foreign 
direct investment (FDI), with China investing US $1.4 
trillion into the economies of the Arctic nations.

• Increased access for tourism for both conventional 
and adventure tourists. For example, in 2010, there 
were 400 international charter flights to Finnish 
Lapland during the winter months. Greenland also 
received 42 cruise ships in 2010.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

• Seasonal ice coverage will vary yearly, increasing the 
risk of ships being trapped.

• The route will need expansion of infrastructure to 
support the shipping industry, e.g. deep-water ports 
and refuelling services.

• Ships will emit black carbon which darkens the 
surface of the ice cover, reducing albedo and 
increasing absorption of radiation from the Sun.

• The total climate feedback of the NSR could 
contribute 0.05 per cent to global mean temperature 
rise by 2100.

• Shipping will increase the introduction of non-
native marine species to the Arctic, as they are 
unintentionally transferred in ballast tanks and on 
hulls of ships.

• The NSR cuts through spring migration passages 
which are used by mammals and birds. Interactions 
between wildlife and ships could result in feeding 
periods being disrupted, meaning that animals do 
not get enough food to survive the winter.

• Loud vessels are audible underwater up to 100 km 
away, which could affect marine behaviour.

• Melting Arctic ice releases methane gas, which is a 
primary greenhouse gas.

• The traditional Arctic economy is subsistence-
based, e.g. reindeer herding, land and sea hunting 
for mammals such as seals, and fishing. These 
activities are highly sensitive to climate change and 
environmental degradation.

2000 AD
370 ppm 

3000 AD
550 ppm 

3000 AD
750 ppm 

4000 AD
1000 ppm
 
5000 AD
1000 ppm

Figure 2:  Possible future changes to Greenland’s ice sheet. 

The changes predicted on this image reflect studies 
that show atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration 
reaching 1000 parts per million (ppm). Global warming 
is likely to result in the complete disappearance of the 
Greenland ice sheet by 5000 A.D. This will in turn result 
in a world sea level rise of 7.5 m. 

1. Explain two economic opportunities from the 
melting of Arctic ice. (4)

2. Study Figure 2. Explain why some groups and 
communities view the melting of the Arctic ice 
as an opportunity rather than a threat. (10)

EXAM PRACTICE

© Pearson Education Ltd 2019. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free. © Pearson Education Ltd 2019. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Paper	2:	Option	1D	

Question 1(b) 
How much weight do you give to the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into the work of 
Desmond Tutu and Truth and Reconciliation Commission? 
 
Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about it and your own 
knowledge of the historical context.  
 

Student Response 2 
I give a great deal of weight to the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into the work of 
Desmond Tutu and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The woman being interviewed 
provides some very useful information and we can infer a great deal from what she tells us. 
However, one thing which affects how much weight I give to hear account is that I am not 
completely sure that she is providing an objective account. 
 
First of all the source provides a great deal of evidence about the Commission. We learn that 
the aim was to appease the fears of white South Africans and to give answers to those who 
had lost their children and loved ones. It also seems that the Commission actually granted a 
lot of amnesties. We also learn that Desmond Tutu was the Chairperson and he saw the 
Commission as a cleansing process for the nation. According to the source the Commission 
was the first of its kind in the world. So I think that as this evidence is so good, I would give it 
a lot of weight. 
 
We can also make some important inferences from the source. The woman hints that there 
were too many amnesties given, which suggests that perhaps the work of the Commission 
was criticised. This is reinforced in the last paragraph where the woman says there were 
South African critics and even she had some doubts. Another thing we can learn is that 
Desmond Tutu was very committed and dedicated to the work of the Commission. He was 
known to break down and cry and he even remembered someone who worked for the 
Commission for just one year when he met her almost 10 years later. Further, we learn that 
the hearings must have been quite traumatic because this woman talked about ‘wounds 
which had partly healed, being reopened’. These are very important things to be able to find 
out and so I give the evidence a lot of weight. 
 
However, one thing which makes me give the evidence less weight is that I am not sure that 
it is completely objective. The woman worked for the Commission so is going to be well-
disposed towards it. She was also someone who thought very highly of Desmond Tutu and 
was probably very flattered by him recognising her almost 10 years later. She suggests he 
was a good man and was committed, but there is not one word of criticism of anything he 
did. We also know that the woman didn’t attend the hearings and she is being interviewed 
more than 10 years after she left the Commission. I suppose we could say that as she 
worked for the Commission she was well-placed to know what went on – and that she was 
prepared to make some criticisms of the amnesties and say it opened old wounds. 

Case studies cover a range of topics 
in order to help students see learning 
applied to real-world contexts.

Full model student answers are 
provided with analysis in order for 
students to improve exam technique 
and understand how to answer 
questions successfully.

Sample from Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level 
Geography Teacher Resource Pack

Sample from Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level History: 
South Africa, 1948–2014 Teacher Resource Pack

For further information on all of our print and digital resources for Pearson Edexcel 
International Advanced Level qualifications, visit www.pearsonglobalschools.com/IAL

http://www.pearsonglobalschools.com/IAL
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1 Employability - Personal & Social Capability Framework report from Pearson, 2016.
2 Employability report from PSB for Pearson, 2016.
3 �Bridging the Gap: Understanding the Differing Research Expectations of First-Year Students and Professors, Meg Raven, Mount Saint Vincent University, 2016.

Developing transferable skills valued  
by universities and employers 
In recent years, universities and employers have highlighted the need for students and 
graduates to develop a range of transferable skills, often referred to as ‘soft skills’, to enable 
them to better meet the demands of undergraduate study and the world of work. 

In fact, universities and employers consider transferable skills to be the largest skills gap 
overall. 

Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Levels (IALs) equip students with these embedded 
transferable skills sought after by universities and employers. They develop core 
competencies, such as problem-solving, critical thinking and verbal reasoning. Transferable 
skills are signposted in our IAL qualifications and published teaching and learning resources  
so students know the skills they are developing throughout their studies.

 

1 in 6
employers have 
difficulty finding 
candidates with 
the skills they 

require1

 

54% 
of companies 
say that skills 

shortages impact 
their ability 

to serve their 
customers2

 

1 in 3
skills in a 

job posting is a  
“soft skill”1

 

87%
of university 

professors do not 
think students 

have the research  
skills needed for  

degree-level 
study3

Prepare your learners for more than just a grade

We’ve provided skills mapping and transferable skills subject definitions documents 
for your subject area, so you can easily identify what skills can be developed in your day 
to day teaching. Find out more online by visiting your subject page and searching under 
the Teaching and Learning materials tab qualifications.pearson.com/IAL

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html?utm_source=edexcelinternational2015&utm_medium=Print&utm_campaign=SEC_GEN_19FEB2015_edexcelinternational2015
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Supporting you at every stage
We provide an unparalleled level of support services, tools, resources and training 
alongside qualifications, making teachers and students lives easier at every stage.

At a glance: support for you at every stage

FREE resources and support
Planning and 

teaching
Exam preparation 
and assessment 

Results  
support

Getting started guide 3

Schemes of Work (Geography only) 3

Topic Guides 3

Specification 3

Mapping for resources and legacy 
specification documents (History only) 3

Training  (face-to-face, online & 
downloadable content) 3 3

Subject advisor support 3 3 3

Ask the expert 3 3 3

Community forums 3 3 3

Sample assessment materials 3 3

Examiner reports 3 3

Exemplar marked responses 3

Past papers 3

Mark schemes 3

ResultsPlus mock exam analysis 3

ResultsPlus 3 3

FREE Access to Scripts service (ATS) 3

Additional paid for resources

Online Teacher Resource Pack 3 3

Your free subject support
Subject Advisors
Providing fast, reliable, expert help on a specific subject area of your choice. We aim to answer all 
emailed questions within 48 hours and resolve 90% of issues phoned in on the first call.

Contact support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus 

Pearson International Schools Community
Connect with other educators around the world, share ideas and resources and stay up to 
date with the latest subject developments by joining our international schools community at 
community.pearsoninternationalschools.com

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://community.pearsoninternationalschools.com/homepage
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Offering more advanced support services 
and tools
Our technology capability also allows us to provide the following unique services and tools to 
teachers and students:

ResultsPlus provides detailed information on 
exam performance and a platform to view and 
compare student results – as individuals or as 

groups – across the world. It helps with planning 
improvements in teaching and learning. ResultsPlus 

Direct is a free online service that gives students 
a detailed breakdown and comparison of their 

performance in Pearson Edexcel exams, globally,  
to help them identify areas of improvement.

FREE Access to Scripts Service (ATS) is an  
online service which allows access to view 

electronically marked exam papers, free of charge, 
providing enhanced transparency and support for 
teachers to evaluate a student’s performance on 
particular questions in relation to what they have 

been taught.

examWizard is our free exam preparation 
tool containing a bank of past Pearson Edexcel 
exam questions, mark schemes and examiners’ 
reports for a range of subjects. It saves you time 
by enabling you to create your own mock exams, 

topic tests, homework or revision activities in 
minutes and links directly to associated examiner 

reports and mark schemes!

Awarding reliability. We use ePEN, our unique, 
image-based marking system ensuring real time 

monitoring, quality control and reporting to ensure 
the highest quality marking and provision of data 

for tools such as ResultsPlus. Pearson Edexcel exam 
marking processes have been proven to produce 

the most reliable results. This demonstrates that our 
qualifications maintain the highest standards and 

can be relied upon to deliver to expectation.

Because of ResultsPlus, students can 
learn about their mistakes and rectify.

Kanagambigai, Chief Counsellor, Chemistry Lecturer, A levels Department,  
HELP Academy, Malaysia commenting on the ResultsPlus mocks service.



About Pearson Edexcel
At the core of everything we do at Pearson is the desire to make a measurable impact on 
improving people’s lives through learning. From primary school to secondary school, through 
to professional certification; our qualifications help educate millions of people worldwide.

Foundations for success
Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level (IAL) is part of the iProgress family for ages  
5 to 19, which also includes iPrimary, iLowerSecondary and International GCSE (IG). We offer 
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